Waitomo

A Place in New Zealand not to be missed
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5 YHA: Accommodations from stately
-z notels to the sparkling Kiwi Paka YHA
- zdds @ new motor lodge-type option to it's
- Lrma-clean Backpackers formula.

"= ™ain attractions naturally are the

.~ erous caves to be explored in
- ~zrent manners. We started with a visit
e Waitomo Museum of Caves to
-z all about the famous glowworms
-~z now the caves were formed. We
=~ visited Waitomo Glow Worm Caves
- 2 easy walking tour where you end

=n a boat ride underground on the

.er. Beautiful stalagmites and stalactites
22 you still remember which ones go up
-~ down!). The next day, we decided to
- «plore some other caves in a more
cortive way.

‘/e took the Black Abyss tour by The
_=gendary Black Water Rafting Co. They
“—ed us with wetsuits, booties and all
- -ofessional caving equipment, | was
czrticularly impressed by the rack’, a

device that let us effortlessly abseil (rapel)
the breath-taking tomo and zip into the
black water-filled abyss. We then glided in
a glowworm tunnel on a flying dutchman’
(they call it flying fox' in kiwi-land!). Our
small group scrambled and we stid our
way through squeezes and waterfalis. Did
some tuting guided by our headlights and
even in the complete dark, guided by the
glowwormes light! Feeling safely
accompanied by friendly and professional
guides, it is an experience we will
remember for a long time!

Having enjoyed it so much. we decided
the next day to do a different tour (dry
this time) with Waitomo Adventures (the
other oldest company there). We took
the Spectacular Lost World 4-hour 100m
Abseil tour. The trip was surprisingly
gentle and the 330 feet abseiling was so
easy. even for Jackie, my wife, with her
arthritic fingers! The rack’ and the safety
line with our guide made it again
reassuring and easy! More walking around
spectacular rocks and amazing views in
that other great cave. They provided
boots and overalls. so when we exited
our clothes were immaculate! So, after a
fight lunch, we decided to go for a 45 min
walk in Ruakuri Park. Kevan Wilde, the

Waitomo Museum director led us around
that beautiful path that takes you right
through a natural tunnel. [t was nice to
see such a conservation area protected
and to be freely enjoyed by all

One place you can't miss 1s Woodlyn Park
with the humorous and educative show
of Billy Black. From the early days of the
lumberjacks to farm animals, you will
enjoy this great |-hour one-man show!
No. Billy Black is not a twin of Robin
Williams. if you wonder!

If you look for very original
accommodations, check his train and
plane!

He has also the only place in NZ where
you can drive your own jet boat. We had
a blast racing in his special pond! And was
Jackie not proud after beating me by /10
of a sec on the time race! Further, you
can also visit the only Angora shearing
shed we ever heard about! Lots of fun
activities in a beautiful setting!

We were 50 glad that we had enough
time to do and see what this area has to
offer before continuing our journey to
Rotorua and Taupo. But that's another
story...
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